
Master of Science 
In Nursing (MSN) 

Nurse  
Administrator 

High School Diploma 

College 

Registered Nurse 
Associate 

Degree (ADN) 

Registered Nurse 
Baccalaureate 
Degree (BSN) 

Certificate Programs 
for RNs in  

various areas:  
critical care, neonatal, 

geriatrics, etc. 

Certificate or        
On-the-Job Training 

Personal Care 
Assistant 

(PCA) 

Home  
Health Aide 

Licensed Nursing 
Assistant (LNA) 

Certified Nurse 
Midwife 

Nurse 
Practitioner 

Clinical Nurse 
Specialist 

Certified 
Registered Nurse 

Anesthetist 

Doctor of Nursing Science, 
Doctor of Science in Nursing, 

and Doctor of Philosophy 
(DNS, DNSc, DSN, PhD)   

Nurse Researcher or Faculty 

Doctor of Nursing 
Practice 
(DNP) 

Advanced Nurse 
with  

Clinical Specialty 

Nurse  
Educator 

Licensed 
Practical Nurse 

(LPN) 


